Inherited neuropathies.
Inherited neuropathies are common and are usually caused by mutations in genes that are expressed by myelinating Schwann cells or neurons, which is the biological basis for long-standing distinction between primary demyelinating and axonal neuropathies. Neuropathies can be isolated, the primary manifestation of a more complex syndrome, or overshadowed by other aspects of the inherited disease. Increasing knowledge of the molecular-genetic causes of inherited neuropathies facilitates faster, more accurate diagnosis, and sets the stage for development of specific therapeutic interventions.